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(Check One; 

I I AIt0r.d 

Rippon Lodge i s  a frame 11ouse of  cne ard  o11e hal: s t o r i e s  covered by 
a  g a l ~ l e  roof wi th  jerkinheads end dorrcers. The s tone  foundat ions have 
been re inforced  with concre te  8s wel l  a s  b r i c k  an<; wooden p i e r s  and 
the  trio o r i g i n a l  b r i c k  co rne r  chimneys s t i l l  d e f i n e  the  o r i g i n a l  p o r t i c n  
of the  b u i l d i n g  between them. Addit ions were made on the west  end 
poss ib ly  i n  t h e  l a t e - e i g h t e e n t h  century  comp1.ete wi th  b r i c k  chimney, 

I 

t h e  gable roof being exte~xled  wi th  the  jerkinhead repeated a t  the  end. 
I n  1924, t h e  two wings and the  f u l l - l e n g t h  porch between were added t o  
t h e  south  f r c n t .  l;n s p l t e  of t h e  mcny a d d i t i o n s ,  the  f r a n i n z ,  chinneys,  

I 
p a r t  of t h e  Xarenent masol?ry a s  v e i l  >!s irll~ch uf the  bearled s i d j n g  rcrc:!.'n 
from thc  f i r s t  h a l f  of the ei$t:eeuth century .  I n t e r t o r  changes have 

! 
I 

been madebulr 'ouc o f  tiit? i i v e  iz regi i lnr ly  s i zed  rooms i n  the o r i g i n a l  I 
r e c t o n g l e t w o  rei;3iII't!,elr e ighteenth  century  pinc yanelcd wallr;. >S.th~~!g! 1 
horl::or:t;l widths v;;,);, the pa~ .e l inp  c o n s i s t s  of a s i n g l e  i-ec tangle below ,: I i ~ i d h b r u k i i  n b i a d  =11,1ir .rail.:' Thr p l \ i p t i . c a i  . arc11 of rhe f i r e p l a c e  c*: 

/ openix18 i n  tlic dj.r.j.ng roo.! %a:; a 6i i -ble  i ' i r round wi th  vol11tc5 abovc rn 
but  t h e  ~rcantel i n  the  s x a l l  room on the  south  uoes f u l l y ~ ~ d e v e l o p e d  rn 
consoZcs supporl:r,g a corn:cc s h i l f .  I -., 
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i T A T E M E N T  O F  51GNIFIC?..NCE 

Richard Blackburn Black, f i f t h - g r e a l - g r a d s o n  a r d  narncsake of. the  ,buil .dcr 1 
and o r i g i n a l  owner, came i n t o  possess ion  of  Rippo? Lodge i n  1952.. .Admiral. j 
Black, a po la r  exp lo re r  o l d - s t y l e  who girst v:isitecl the  I - A;l ta~ .c t ic 'wi . th  I 
Richard E. Eyrd's second exped i t ion ,  p"&hasF.& thk, propqrty £.row the  widow I 
of Wadc ihmpton Ellis. Rippor. had passed out  of the  Blackburn family c7iien 
Georgc Atkinson (d i e6  184!:) purchased i t  from the  e s t a t e  of Thomas 
I t  was subsequently he ld  by Atkinsort 's  son,  then 5j h i e  daughter ,  and 
f i n a l l y  by one Thomas Farron .  Judge E l l i s ,  a c o l l a t e r i l l  descendant of 
the  o r i g i n a l  owners, r e s to red  the  Lodge t o  the family and t o  
o r i g i n a l  sppearance,  i n  1924. 

I 
Although t h e  many a d d i t i o n s  t o  Xippon Lodge tend t o  d e t r a c t  the  eye froni 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  po r t ions ,  cons ide rab le  m a t e r i a l  remains i n  the  e a r l y -  
e ighteenth-century  block. The f i n e  q u a l i t y  of  the  i n t e r i o r  panel in2  is 
s u r p r i s i ~ i a  i.n s o  smal l  a s t r u c t u r e .  One of t h e  rnost inrp::cssivc f e a t u r e s  
of  the  house i s  i ts  s i t e  overlooking t h e  a l luv i - a1  p l a i n  of the  Poto~r.ac 
w i t h  tile r i v e r  i t s e l f  withi i i  view over t h e  t r e e s  t o  the  c a s t .  The charm 
and convenience of t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  a t t r a c t e d  Englishmcri from t h e  f i r s t .  
Captain John Smith v i s i t e d  t h e  s i t e  whi le  i t  wan s t i l l  t h e  s e a t  of  the 
Doeg rnd ians  . 
The e a r l i e s t  land p a t e n t s  iii Northcrn Vi rg in i a  were surveyed he re ,  on the  
Occoquan e s t u a r y  of  t h e  Potomac. When Richard Blackburn purchased h i s  
t r a c t  i.n 1731, i t  was p o r t  of a mature, densely s e t t l e d ,  eg- i .cu l tura1  
neighborhood. Blackburn cam-. t o  Pr ince  Tkilliaai County frcm Rippon, Eug1.and 
e a r l y  i n  the  e igh teen th  centrlry. H e  made l i i s  for tune  a s  p l a n t e r  and 
bu i lde r :  ce r t a i r i l y  bu i ld ing  t h e  f i r s t  Fa.lls Church, anon:: tllc s e v c r a l  
s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r u c t u r e s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  him. Hc specula ted  i n  land,  owned a 
g r i s t  m i l l ,  and co-founded s e v e r a l  towns inc lud ing  Durnfrics. Blackburn's 
s o c i a l  and economic a c t i v i t i e s  were those t y p i c a l  of  a member of  the  
upper gent ry .  

Indeed t h e  Blackburns a r e  text-book models of v i rg? .n ia ts  e t g h t e p t h - c e n t u z  
l eade r sh ip .  Xichard Blackburn was "Preferred by t h e  Governor fro pos t s  o r /  

I 
command i n  t h e  Colony a s  w e l l  a s  by the  People who made him a. Represmtnt iv .  
i n  the  General Assembly. . . ." The i n t e r p l a y  of democratic and a r i s t o c r a t i  
fo rces ,  implied i n  t h i s  contemporary epicapll, was --according t o  modern 
scholars - -  a necessary element i n  the  p o l i t i c z l .  c u l t u r e  wliich produced t h e  
Virg in ia  Founding Fathers .  Richard B1acl:burn's son and h e i r ,  Thomas, 
fol.lowed h i s  f a t h e r  i n  s e ~ v i c e  t o  the Commonwealth. Thcmas 3l.ackburn's 
genera t ion  of  gentlemen p l a n t e r s  l i v e d  t o  provide Virg in ia  w i t h  l eade r sh ip  --- - 

I 
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8. dur ing  the  Revolut ion and ur~der  the  Rcpublic ,,. . 

F i f t y  y e a r s ,  and an Empi~e ,  passed between the  dea ths  o f  Richard 
Rlackburn ( i n  17573 and h i s  son, i'honas. But t h e i r  w i l l s ,  i n  many 
ways i n t e r e s t i n g  and informative documents, g ive  evidence of  l i t t l e  
change i n  e i t h e r  the c u s t o m r y  £ o m s  of  i n h e r i t a n c e  o r  the s o c i a l  
p o s i t i o n  o f  the  family.  There i s  some h i n t  o f  e n t a i l - - s l n v e s  c e r t a i n l y  
were at cached I:o spec j  f i r  y1.ancatj.011~; but  l i t t l e  of primogeniture i n  t h o  
l a t e - c o l o n i a l  document. l l ie d i v i s i o n  of personal. and rsal proper ty  
betwecrl o lde r  and younger sons,  and. d o ~ g h t e r s ,  was comparable i a  
both w i i l s :  t h e  one! k l r i t t en  when Virgcnia was p a r t  of the Fmpire, the 
o t h e r  wiien she was a Republican Stat.*. 

1 



. . . . . . . . . .. . 
Harrison, pai~rfax.  ~nndr!??ks --- of c)2d ?rirL?e ;~i.lI,i~.rn.. 
Hening, W i l l i a m  W. , -- The -- S t a t u t e s  -- a t  &S,C_ . 2 3  vcl.u~es. Richmond, 1809-1823. 
Ranke, N r s .  Vinet ;a (Wells). at? S l a c k b ~ ~ r o  G e n c a i a ,  1939.  -..----. - ----- 

. .  . 

I. S T A T E S  A N D  C O U h . I : E i  FOH P R O P E R T l E S  a V E R L A P P : I I G  S T A T 5  J'i C O U N T Y  B O i > l l J I R ' E C  
-. . ~ 

~ ~ 

- - - ---- - - 

C O V N T I :  

. ....,.. . , 
g i n i a  H i z t o r i c  landmarks C o n f l ~ i s ? i o n  

AS the  designate^* State Liaison Offjrer for the Nu- 

t ional Historic Preservation Act of 1965 (Publ ic  1 . 2 ~  

89-665). I hereby nominate th i s  property for inclusion 

i n  t h e  National Register and ccrliry tlmi it Ira. been 

evaluated according to  the  criteria and o r r ~ ~ e d ~ r r e ;  se t  

.. . . . . . . . , 

I hereby certify thst  this  property i s  ir.cluded in  the 

National Register. 

- - .  

Y forth by the National Park Scrvicc. The recornr.lunded 
Chiel,  Office of Arciteofogy and H i s l n r i c  Preservation 

level of significance of thiz nomination is :  

National n State Local  E II 
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